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MENTORING WITH ALOHA ACROSS THE ISLANDS SINCE 1963

Big Brothers Big Sisters Hawaii operates under the belief that inherent in every child is 
the ability to succeed and thrive in life. We make meaningful, monitored mentoring 
“Matches” between qualified volunteers (“Bigs”) and children (“Littles”), ages 6 
through 18, in communities across the state. We develop positive relationships that 
have a lasting effect on children. Our two program types include:
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Bigs: 18 years of age or older
Littles: ages 6 - 16 years old 

Meet one-to-one 2 - 4x per month for 2-4 
hours per outing 

Spend time doing fun activities in the 
community, agreed upon by Big, Little & Parent 

Support provided by a Case Manager who is 
there to answer questions and offer guidance

Bigs: 9th grade or older
Littles: elementary school students

Meet one-to-one in a group setting 1x per week 
for 1-2 hours 

Spend time doing homework, playing games, 
participating in fun activities 

A Case Manager is on site to answer questions, 
provide support and facilitate activities

- Volunteer as a mentor
- Enroll your child
- Become a corporate sponsor
- Donate Clothes/Cars For Kids’ Sake
- Share Hawaiian Miles
- Support ‘Bowl For Kids’ Sake’
- Make a donation
 

Change the trajectory of a child’s life -  
Do Something BIG or LITTLE!

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

BIG LIT TLE

MATCH

BIG IMPACT

Learn more about us at:

www.bbbshawaii.org

How our mentoring programs 
impact children’s lives:

67% improve or 
maintain grades

75% are confident 
they will finish high 

school and go to college
85% feel socially 
accepted by peers

87% say no to 
drugs, alcohol and 

skipping school

Data self-reported from Big Brothers Big Sisters Hawaii 2012 Youth Outcomes Survey 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hawaii Island - Little Brother Heiden & Big Sister Cherese
Big Sister Cherese and Little Brother Heiden are matches at the Big Brothers Big Sisters Keaau El-
ementary School Program. Although Cherese is a high school student and Heiden is much younger, 
the two have many things in common and Cherese shares that they carry on “fun conversations 
about simple and important things.” Heiden says he feels “safe and comfortable” when he is with 
Cherese and describes his Big Sister as a “funny, kind, helpful, and caring person who likes to share.” 
While together, Cherese helps Heiden focus on schoolwork and always finds a way to make their time 
together very special. Cherese puts a smile on Heiden’s face by using humor, sharing the highlights 
of her day with him, and by acknowledging his gifts and talents. Upon seeing his Big Sister, Heiden 
immediately lights up and runs to greet her. “I look forward to seeing Cherese every week and it 
makes my day when she comes to visit!” says Heiden. Likewise, Cherese says that seeing her Little 
Brother has become the highlight of her Thursdays.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Honolulu – Little Brother Brandon & Big Brother Christopher
Six-year-old Brandon lives with his mother Rie in transitional housing - before that they lived in a do-
mestic violence shelter. For the past few years Brandon has experienced neglect from his father and wit-
nessed severe verbal abuse directed at his mother. Still, Rie describes Brandon as “a very sweet child that 
will bring tissues to wipe my tears when I am sad.” Lacking a male influence in his life, Rie reached out to 
find a Big Brother for Brandon. They could not have been more excited to meet Big Brother Christopher! 
“I don’t have to worry about anything when Brandon is with Chris. We are so grateful for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters,” Rie says. The pair spends time together every Sunday and Christopher has introduced Brandon 
to many new experiences. They even have a super secret special handshake! “I’ve learned patience. My 
mind is going a million miles a minute but his is going a trillion miles. It’s an interesting dynamic. I’m 
learning tons from him,” says Big Brother Christopher. Little Brother Brandon says, “This program is awe-
some!” 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Kauai – Little Brother Blayke & Big Brother Wyatt
 “I want to make a difference in someone’s life” were Wyatt’s thoughts when he enrolled in the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Kekaha Elementary School Program. As a senior at Waimea High School and 
dedicated member of his school’s athletics programs, Wyatt brings the same level of commitment and 
excellence that he exhibits on the various athletic fields to his partnership with Little Brother Blayke. 
Blayke’s mother Maxine has seen the impact of her son’s relationship with his Big Brother when Blayke 
lights up and asks questions like, “Do I get to bring my Big Brother home?” Maxine says, “The smile 
on Blayke’s face when he talks about Wyatt is just heartwarming to me. Wyatt is a wonderful mentor to 
Blayke and he often makes it a point to attend my son’s football games.” Blayke shares, “I like my Big 
Brother Wyatt because we both love to play sports and because he is a good example for me.” 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Maui - Little Brother Dylan & Big Brother Henry
Little Brother Dylan grew up moving from homeless shelters to low-income housing units with a mother 
who was struggling to make a living and raise three children by herself. Dylan did not receive special 
attention at home as his mom was very busy trying to make a better life for her children, and he was 
ultimately held back in school because of emotional and academic challenges. Ever since Big Brother 
Henry came along in 2008, life has been looking much better for Dylan. Dylan is doing exceptionally 
well in school, constantly maintaining a 4.0 GPA, and he is a happier person, getting along with his 
family much better than before. “Henry has positively impacted all our lives,” Dylan’s mom says. “He is 
a blessing to Dylan.” Dylan and Henry have forged an amazing bond that will last a lifetime. Big Brother 
Henry can not imagine what life would be like without his Little Brother and when asked what being a 
Big means to him, Henry says, “We will always be there for each other, the lifting hands when one falls 
down, the eyes to watch each other’s back, the heart to share one another’s grief, and the smile to share 
the joys. Because we will never grow too old for each other, our relationship thrives outside of time. For 
that I will always be grateful for becoming a Big.”
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